
Osawa lives in Tanzania, he is eight years old and was born with a cleft lip. A baby 
born with a cleft lip has gap between his/her nose and mouth. A baby born with a cleft 
palate has a hole in the back of his/her throat. This meant that Osawa was not able to 
speak properly and his mother and father had trouble feeding him. Osawa was very shy 
in school and he did not talk in class. He wanted to play sports with his friends, but he 
thought that the other children would make fun of him.

Osawa’s parents heard about Smile Train, an international charity that provides care 
for children who were born with cleft lip and/or palate. Osawa and his mother travelled 
from their small town all the way to the capital Dar es Salaam so that he could have 
surgery to repair his smile. He had to leave behind his other brothers and sisters, his 
grandparents and his father.

When Osawa woke up after his cleft surgery, he could not stop looking in the mirror! He 
had a brand new smile!

Today, Osawa cannot stop smiling. He is the top of his class, his English is improving 
every day and he spends his afternoons playing sports with his best friends. Smile Train’s 
partner surgeons were able to help Osawa smile again.

FILL IN  
THE BLANKS!



WORDS:
Mirror Sports Dar es Salaam Throat  
Grandparents Tanzania Surgeons Smile

Osawa lives in _________, he is eight years old and was born with a cleft lip. A baby 
born with a cleft lip has a gap between his/her nose and mouth. A baby born with a 
cleft palate has a hole in the back of his/her_______. This meant that Osawa was not 
able to speak properly and his mother and father had trouble feeding him. Osawa 
was very shy in school and he did not talk in class. He wanted to play_______ with 
his friends, but he thought that the other children would make fun of him.

Osawa’s parents heard about Smile Train, an international charity that provides 
care for children who were born with cleft lip and/or palate. Osawa and his mother 
travelled from their small town all the way to the capital_____________so that he 
could have surgery to repair his smile. He had to leave behind his other brothers and 
sisters, his ___________and his father.

When Osawa woke up after his surgery, he could not stop looking in the__________!  
He had a brand new smile!

Today, Osawa cannot stop smiling. He is the top of his class, his English is improving 
every day and he spends his afternoons playing sports with his best friends. Smile 
Train’s partner__________ were able to help Osawa _________again.

We hope you enjoyed Fill in the Blanks!  
 

To find out further ways in which you can get involved with Smile Train  
please visit smiletrain.org/students    
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